
5 Things to Avoid… 

Clicking through my morning ritual of websites I saw a headline talking 
about 5 things not to do at a company holiday party. If you aren’t already 
half way to number four on that list without having to read the story I 
guess I found the one person who has never read a story like that, 
annually. 

I don’t mean to bag on the writer, whom I don’t recall by name, or the 
exact media source, but let’s say it’s the type of site you might have as a 
homepage. I’m sure some assignment editor said, “we need you to dust 
off the office party story”, like the ornaments that come down from the 
attic every year, “and get cracking”. 

Without the benefit of having read the actual article I am going to attempt 
to guess the 5 things not to do at an office party. 

1. Don’t get hammered.   

2. Don’t try to tongue kiss a co-worker.   

3. Don’t bad-mouth the boss.   

4. Don’t try to tongue kiss the boss.   

5. Keep your pants on. 

You might be able to argue a few points to varying degree, but I think 
you get the gist. Having attended and having worked many company 
parties, I can’t argue the advice, but are we really saying something new? 
Here are 5 things to avoid at a company party, that have occurred to me 
or around me at aforementioned parties. I mean, if we’re doing lists. 

1. Don’t switch to liquor, if you only drink beer, just because it’s an open 
bar.   

2. Don’t encourage bar top dancing, and try to Tarzan Swing from the 
lights. 

 3. Don’t get too competitive with the inflatable Sumo Wrestler Suits. 

 4. Don’t listen to the bartender when he says you don’t need to tip. Tip 



the bartender. 

 5. Keep your pants on. 

Happy Holidays. 


